Mizoram

Chair: Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar

M"‘ Chail’ﬂ?anf We are very honoured that we have present here todas
<ome of the prmmpal participants in the events that led to the Mizorar;

Accord of 1986 and all that has happened subsequently in regard to the
1tm Jementation of that Accord. he

Our prime focus of attention is on Rajiv Gandhi and Mizoram during
the period that he was Prime Minister of India from October 1984 ¢ill
November 1989. And we are also interested in seeing the story brought up
from 1989 to 1994 to examine particularly how the last five years have been
.n the light of the Accord that was signed in 1986. Of course, all of you are
more than free to make references to events dating back to 1966 or even
before the events of 1966 or to the insurgency which was brought to an end
by the Accord of l1986.

May I suggest that we begin by asking Mr. Lalkhama who was the Chief
Secretary of Mizoram at the time that the Mizoram Accord was signed and
who continued to be the Chief Secretary through the crucial period of the
implementation, i.e., initial implementation of the Accerd, to take the floor
first. I should clarify that he is, at the moment, no longer a civil servant. He
is a Member of the Legislative Assembly of Mizoram.

Mr. Lalkhama: I make no claim to personal intimacy with Shn Rajiv
Gandhi when he was the Prime Minister; nor to mastery of events in Mizoram
at that time. Nor do I have any intention to dignify myself when I say that
I happened to be Chief Secretary in Mizoram when Shri Rajiv Gandhi was
the Prime Minister of India.

It is my view that a nation should not flatter its hero, but the truth
about such a hero must be told. One thing I would like to say at the outset
is: Shri Rajiv Gandhi was hailed and i{s remembered as a man of
understanding, a maker of peace, as the Prime Minister who brought 20

long years of armed conflict and resultant sufferings to an end in Mizoram.

Mizoram had been outside the Indian cultural influence till the land
was annexed to British India at the close of the nineteenth century. The
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, id stock and their language is Tibet,,. Bup,.
Mizos ars Zimgggl?;gm all the Constitutional Refor Mg A(t”";zn Mi,
x\pn‘u‘a‘,ﬂ\fudéd’aroa". Some special laws like tbn Inner Line p ‘gll,r;(:(!.’ it
:e:t;\xi reaéonable restrict.'ions on entry t(.) M‘lzo’;‘im]‘a nd. Wnery, japt‘(()f.,
there for other British In.dla subjecf;s ogts1de311t. ! et "’Stlle t‘f'”rain, a)nd'””'l
total lack of road and rail communlcgtlgn, also fep M‘IZOra o . the
Through the work of Chrls.tlgn missionaries from, G'Fe at ritag dl
all the Mizos had become Chrlgtlans by' 1940. These Missiony; o r,e( urpr,gt
of their converts a total break w1th ce_artam tradltlonaf! Practiceg 7 . p: O:Ed
of Westernisation and Sanskritisation has been going o, Simy] anem;fﬂ
since we became part of India. sly
At the time when India was to get Independence frop, Britis, rule
had very strong apprehensions that independ.ent India woulg eséabh' ;);
Hindu domination and the religious and cultural Interests of th Mizos Woﬁld
not be safe. There was also 3 fear of exploitation and assimilation, In the
early part of 1947, the Mizo Union Party, and also the g:athenng OfPrOminent
citizens of Aizawl town, separately, and suo moto, passed resolytjops statip
that the question whether or not Mizoram was to remain Part of the [n g,y

ish would leave this

as a political party in
1960, was, in a way, a hangover from the earlier political perception.

The MNF movement had racial and religious ove
aim was secession of Mizoram from the Indian Unjop,
uprising in 1966, Ethnic tribals in North-East India
they would ever get a fair deal from the traditional h
the term “hogt”. In this vast coy

ethnic minority, and often, wonder if ever we shall _
' diversity. I often advise Mizo boys and girls

ost society, if I may use
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All these transformations alarm some of us though in different ways
of us nOw hold a very strong view that without cultural um’Ty’ o ‘ «4‘ ,
alone will not work. This view has religious overtones. To 3o‘rr.\3r:r“;r,( ‘.',’,;
ansformations encourage separatist tendencies out of the rodr f

being submerged. Let us realise, however, that as a nation we have 2ot e
other choice, but to coexist, in the spirit of live and let live. T

Nation building is a continuous process. It is not that people like
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit J awaharlal Nehru had done it, and the future

enerations can rest. Our present-day situation particularly demands that
we reason together, among ethnic groups, among religious groups and among
cultural groups, trying to understand the viewpoints of others.

It is my belief that Shri Rajiv Gandhi, as Prime Minister, knew the
complexity of our nationhood. He was all for technological advance and
modernisation, yet he never lost sight of the traditional value system because
he loved India so dearly, giving the least of us the feeling of brotherhood
with him. He knew the art of healing our deep wounds; not just putting 2
plaster outside, but touching our deeper feelings, winning our hearts.

During three days of July 1986 (e, 10, 11 and 12), he asked me to
interpret into Mizo his speeches to admiring crowds 1n several villages. No,
+ was not merely speeches, it was love and understanding enacted; and as
he was driving along the Aizawl-Lunglei road, the road ceremoniously opened
by his illustrious grandfather in 1953, he appeared to enjoy every bend of it.
He would stop and drink from a stream by the roadside, cupping the palms
of his hands; he would walk freely inside humble huts, eat a banana, ot bite
a pear. He appeared to relish those eatables given by those poor villagers
becagse he knew they were symbols of love and affection, and not of casual
hf’SPltality. And guess what those kind gestures meant to those bewildered
Vl“t”dge folks. Never would Rajiv Gandhi be anywhere beyond the reach of
their hearts, Sweet memories are made of the comradeship of food and drink.

In Shri Rajiv Gandhi there were certain characteristics by which he
;{:uld he known, and certain qualities bestowed upon him which marked
m’:a;)}lt. One' such guality was an understanding mind, born of love and.
. L(}; ;);oodw'lH, vyhlch made him deligbted to stoop down tg lift up the poor
o e thmc tribals from the dunghill, from their t.urmoll, and set .the.m

g princes as equals. Such is the quality which wins hearts; such is the
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| Front (MNT) and the Mizoram Government, on 30,
to the crying demand by the Mizo people, the MNF ,(ll'rm 1984
adiness for a political gettlement within the fra m’:dership
tion. Those officers in the Intelligence Bureay, Av;]nrk of
¢ negotiations, those who worked so hard tov: 0 laid
- its successful conclusion, come back t(,regtea
Negotiations started in 1976, but were called off: they were rest ; rtrzmd'
1980, but called off again. These negotiations were not between twq d in
not carried on by two plenipotentiaries. Some st?:hal

e

protagonists; they were not
hureaucrats who played their part had their own honest view that rebe[j;
ion

should carry no premium.
be different when Shri Rajiv Gandhi became Pr;
me

Things had to
my first personal encounter with him when we wer
e

Minister. I remember
e afternoon of 30 June 1986. His magnanimity

called to his office in th
understanding, quick grasp of issues and courage to take decisions ended
e

the hitherto official and protracted negotiations with the MNF within
an hour of the meeting. And in the same evening of 30 J balf
“Memorandum of Settlement” was signed. And let us never for tlgie’ th-e
was ‘made possible by Chief Minister Lalthanhawla and his Mig;i + at this
sacnﬁced their position of power in the interest of peace and in d fs' ey
the wishes and vision of Shri Rajiv Gandhi that national int slerence o
placed above the interest of a political party. interest should be
o, ey dlause in this Accord had the approval of Shri Rajiv Gandhi o
the vanquished Tt ws notlike the Treaty of Versailles drawn up to humiliate
this settlement bov:f'lns " t}}e nature of give-and-take. Under the terms of
responsibilition. Th partl.es had to fulfil certain duties and certain
and spirit. But'wh:s . giﬁlmltment.s have been fulfilled by the MNF inletter
high court, border (t) de Otl-ler side’s promises? What of an university, a
compensation to thou o de Wlt}} Burma and Bangladesh, payment of
due to grouping of vi lE;-'rln s of v1lla.gers who lost their houses, their crops,
place in the Accord? Whafiesfand military action, which find an important
arms and ammuniéionsagfvithose wbo had come overground, handing over
r:ﬁ;ﬁ:;ﬁfﬁ@ is, Mr 'Cl;airmr;i ,le‘),h\’;ziz;(:e to lead normal life as citizens’
| ition, is leading a life of ver among them, yet not dead due to
8.9 devoid of hope, and a Jif fnere existence, a life so dejected, so degraded,
dmi:c( :Vhich reads: “The Innirél(:igz(g and 80 desperate. And what of this
Why V)v 'b‘e amended or repealed with, egulation, as now in force in Mizoram,
as normal life disrupted ‘.] out consulting the State Government.”
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there a special sosiqinn of the Miznr:nn Legislative /\sw-rnhly on 26 )
All because some Inghly']-(\.spmml)Iu people in the Governmot 1 26 August?
Statements that !;hv Ml'/,nrmn\ Inner 1ine Regulation will pl,,J
ootal disregard of tl?o terms of the settlement. What sign e
our young gen(‘rat‘,unl .(,hrmlg!\ such statements? 7y, ;,h
general, and'the MNI' In particular, the Memor
not achieved in a mll'lllt(‘. It was a serioug businegs o, enter into negotiati
It was a solemn business to sign and affirm an agreement 'fh,, - ':atmm
binds both the parties, however unequal they may he. Fr;rh the l\/’l)i{irf“mn-wm
clause in the settlement has sanctity, has solemnit&, be(;;,”%‘ ”' ;, y every
about by the sweat and the blood of young Mizo men, and ‘W"'n;n.:n rought
Let no one take the matter lightly. We may belong to diffpr;;,;t olit
parties, but let us all join together to rekindle the visjon ethos a/npd; : 'mi}
that Shri Rajiv Gandhi embodied in the Mizoram Accorci S0 that .”;::_:
hasten the prosperity and well-being of the people and check the relcurlrenc::
of the earlier dreadful events.

I have ejxpla%ned t.he peculiar background of the Mizo people in the hope
that their s1tuat19n will be better understood. None of us was born a Mizo: a
Telugu or Bengali as a result of our own choice. But once we become such,
each ethnic group has its respective characteristics and certain angularities.
Let us hope no Hilters arise in this country, seeing other races as if they
were stray branches to be lopped off.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you very very much Mr. Lalkhama. I would now
like to ask Dr. C. Silvera (Union Minister of State for Health and Family
Welfare) to please take the floor. Dr. Silvera would be speaking on behalf of
Mr. Lalthanhawla, the Chief Minister of Mizoram, who, unfortunately, at
the last moment, has been prevented by illness from being in our midst.

Dr. C. Silvera: I would like to begin by paying homage to the hallowed
memory of a great leader who gave so much to the nation in so short a
period. Pandit Jawaharlal once said: “There is no magic in the world except
the occasional magic of the human personality and the human mind.” And
in the mid-1980s it was his grandson who appeared on the national political‘
horizon as such a magical personality and a magical mind. To the people of
Mizoram, Rajiv Gandhi was much more than a Prime Minister or a national
leader. He totally identified himself with the tribal people.The Mizos came
closer to the national mainstream through him. Rajivji's most precious an@
lasting gift to Mizoram, for which he would ever be remembered by my
people, was the Peace Accord of 30 June 1986 which brought back peace to‘
the violence-torn State. It was a very bold and imaginativg step WW*“'dz
conflict resolution in the most democratic and human way. His COI.XI[I]IFI.HQIX‘
to peace and national unity was total. 1 wonder if polmcal. hls.t‘L)l._\«W uls
recorded another instance of a national party leader V()'lwlt‘él‘ll{h%lc\;:i ¢ n}i
Bovernance of a State just to ensure return of peace. Rajiv (anc

1Zoram for the cause of peace and national unity.
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The Mizoram Peace Accord prominently brings oyt three f h
principles which formed the cornerstone of Rajiv Gandhig n tl'J n(l;’mur.t;’l
(a) Acceptance of ethnic diversity and the urge of the r».t.hni(fl ) Policy.
assert their politico-cultural identity and, at the same time WT' Norities ¢,
into the fabric of national unity through a participatory pm'(_m':"(lng the
what his slogan “power to the people” really meant. He (i ,,(;tf};(&hr
the political colour of the recipient of such power. Notice how o
he passed on “power” to the people in Mizoram through thfr
(b) Restoration of peace and harmony in the society so esgentia|
and unity at the national level. (This is embodied in the
Accord.) (¢) Safeguarding the interests of the minorities. (This g evident i
Clause 9 of the Accord.) I would not like to go into other deta’ilq op *ﬁn
Accord — implementation of the provisions, etc. The creator of thé Accr'he
was evidently as serious about its signing as in regard tq its f:ldl
implementation. Itis for us, both at the Centre as well as in the State t0 see
all follow-up measures are taken. 3 STEEE

In Rajiv’s India, each State, big or small, and each community, majority
or minority, had a pride of place. He wanted that every constituent unit
particularly the backward tribal States, should develop socially and
economically so that each one could become a proud partner in nation-
building efforts. That urge prompted him to depute two high-level teams
from the Centre to Mizoram, one consisting of senior Ministers and the
other of senior officers, to assess the State’s genuine development needs
and suggest appropriate schemes for sustainable progress. The Mizo people
were moved by this unique sincerity of purpose and intention of Rajiv Gandhi.
The results of such efforts are there for any objective observer to see. The
annual Plan allocations for Mizoram more than doubled from 1986-87 to
1990-91 — from Rs. 58 crores to Rs. 125 crore. Rajiv Gandhi appreciated‘
the fact that backward tribal hill States did need a much higher dose of
investment to enable them to make up the huge backlog. The impact of this
policy has been tremendous. As illustrations, let me give a few statistics.
The number of educational institutions at different levels has gone up from
about 900 in 1987 to nearly 2000 in 1992-93 and the literacy percentﬁgt:
from about 78 to about 83. Power generation went up to more than 23 MW
and the road density from about 10 km to 24 km per 100 km area. The same
measure of development was noticeable in other important sectors too.
Mizoram has today come to a take-off stage. e

Let me backtrack a little. Rajiv Gandhi saw India as a plural sou‘ct:\h
¢thnically, linguistically, and in terms of faith. But he considt‘_l‘t‘d ‘“u.tth
‘lj”:&: Sl}i"as the pation’s strength and not inherently 'll\(‘.()ll.ll)"“lt‘lt:llti‘:\g "

W’(N::d l:t?[.glr.a‘tmr.). I)lux'a!ity was nothing repugnant t{’ 1~n('h:d,bttt\tl\lliCit.\"

\““L',Uage‘ ; :du.?tl(l;.ngal reality. "Ih Fhe extent that pe()ple o't dlﬂt‘; t l: td tos are

Interlinked ']‘h:*(;l?gla().n llv9 within a ge()gl'aplllcal e:ltlty. X %ll yot merget

With the Jay ror l,V(,"g““L.lnLerests at the regional or State leve P- ) ,nothen
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