Punjab

Chair: Mr. P. Chidambaram

M r. Chairman: During this symposium, each one of you will set your
own parameters and will identify aspects which you think as important. As
we go along, we will structure the sessions in such a way that each one of
vou has a full and complete opportunity to state for the record what you
knew, what you did, what you heard, what you learnt and how you, working
with Rajiv Gandhi, shaped the events during 1984-89. We are really dealing
with the period when Rajiv Gandhi was the Prime Minister.

Between 1986 and 1989, I was also a minor player in Punjab. Therefore,
I can understand the contradictory pulls and pressures that will be there
when each one of the speakers speaks on Punjab. But I sincerely hope that
we will bring on record as much of what happened in Punjab during the
crucial years of Rajiv Gandhi’s prime ministership as is humanly possible.
During that period, mistakes were committed. And I think it would be good
if we recognise what those mistakes were. We must resist the temptation to
put a gloss on history. We are trying to record history as it happened, and
events as they unfolded, not with the benefit of hindsight but how each one
felt, reacted, acted, and decided, and why he did what he did at that time
even if today, five years later, one might wish to correct that record. It 1s
best to state what happened, as it happened, without saying whether that
was right or wrong.

The delegates, of course, will have priority. If they wish to interject or
speak at any point of time, I would most sincerely request all others to yield
the ﬂqor to them. But these interjections must be brief, to the point, and
truthful to history, and truthful to the record so that what we have eventually
at the e.nd of this session is as accurate a record as possible of what happened
in Punjfib during the crucial years. Since I have to begin somewhere and
since | find Mr. Arjun Singh’s name at the top of the list, may I request him
to present his views?

| ‘Mr. Arjun Singh: Rajiv Gandhi came to the helm of affairs at a very
cntlca! time in the history of our country. The problem of Punjab had assumed
alarmlpg overtones. Here was a society divided against itself, emanating
deep distrust, on the one hand, and, to some extent, justified indignation,
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-  we can say that Indian politics had not seen a darker
rhaps “(l ~'|l ”""1 ',,\,-m:l' more especially after the tragic
dont Minister, Shrimati Indira Gandhi. It is in "Z‘JC};
: .+ Raiiv Gandhi had to find a way out

- 'lnd’llj 11;,':‘(1((;:,\lrf‘:zlllmr and assumed office on 14 March 1985
Punja (‘h\d me to go there. Aftertaking office, I came to Delh;
4 Jvim that if T were to wm‘lf in A vn'(tm(xr’n there, perhaps what
Jot be achieved. Therefore, | s:n'ul, &‘..i Marc.h happens to e
|niversary of Sardar Bhagat Singhji, and it would he very
ame to Hussainiwala where the mortal remains of Bhagat
d Sukhdev lay. As a result of my suggestion, I had the
Delhi against me. As I was told later, from the Home
\linister downwards, the entire Capipet anq the security fOFCeS were opposed
;O my suggestion because Hussalm.wala is only 2.5 kilometres from f’h .
pakistan border. They all felt that it was absolutely dangerpus and they
would not advise it. I was also a little nonplussed because it was 2 very
Jwesome responsibility to take. But he asked me, after he had received 4]
this advice from everyone, whether I still insisted that he should go. I said
I can’t insist that the Prime Minister of India go to such a dangerous place.
but I told him: “You are a little more than the Prime Minister and you want
to give the people of Punjab a message that you care for them. And what
you are trying to do, we will try to do it under all circumstances. Therefore,
I think, you should go.” And he went. Aud I can tell you that visit was actually
the starting point for the entire exercise that was undertaken, which
culminated in the signing of the Punjab Accord.

In India, which in many ways still follows many of the past mores and
codes of conduct, personal audience with the person who is at the helm of
affairs in the country has a much greater impact and gives a much stronger
message than all that can be said and done either through the written word
0; the spoken word. His presence on the soil of Punjab, for the first time
T e e o Pl o P e o g
informal contact wif;h the late SZ t0 :It Efter, for e ¥ make fest forma.l o
came hack from Hussainiwala In t artharan‘smgh Longowal. Aftf\r Rayin
Santji was to come there soon,af{q a);)e.d l?ack IR CUITIEE Atex ! tow days,
norms of protocol, for which | waseer N ‘l}:!.lease, And totally against z\‘ll th.?
4 personal letter which wag dol lVe)n (,' ldved b)‘f some People, I s‘ent ‘b‘allt‘ll
taken aback as to how a Gover 4 W,ﬁn'd Al ‘““" m'lden lemple. Santji was
‘A'l'“t'ld on the part of the G()vv‘r nor u)ul(‘i wn'te to him as he was still under a
VIsIt of Rajivji liussainj\;v;m]nt Qf Il,ldlil. And in that, I mentioned the
messenger who gaye him that ?*t didn’t get any written reply. But the
reason to rethipk everything | (: ter cam.(.; l.)'nck and told me that he had
not have eyep, mentioned t) )-l’, )eLa_“’*e Rajivji had visited Punjab. 1 would
also sitting here. As I told l]'”’ b.ut for the fact that Surjeet Singh Barnalaji 1s
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{ think alike. When this question of dealing with the hurt feelings of the
no le of Punjab came up, it was a rather delicate thing
,ﬁw real P“,an w:\.s‘ how to get across to the people of Punjab and
o again it was Rajiv)i who came to the front. In a BBC interview the
”“ \‘i“t thnf ]{;\]I\"JI p\l‘ ACTross 18 W()",h YY\!'”’,[("H””

-t

viewp

Ever since Sikhisr took root, it fought for India’s integrity and
Sikhs have pln_\‘t‘d a pnrti in building India and they are playing a part
oven today in taking India ahead.

This statement gave me the password, as if it were, to put across to many
friends as to where the real heart of the young Prime Minister lay But the
impression Was strengther}ed that we were prepared to over-reach ourzelves
to get to an agreement which could break the impasse in Punjab and with
the four corners of the Indian Constitution; we would go to any length
help start a new chapter.

Many lessons were learnt in Punjab. There were lessons for politica
parties in that they can ill-afford to be silent witnesses to the hijacking
political issues by terrorist and extremist elements. There were lessons from
the way the people of Punjab stood up to the menace posed by forces that
were bent on dismembering the nation and gave them a befitting reply. To
assimilate these experiences, and to draw from them a credible and
persuasive line of action on Punjab, was something which was the essence
of Rajiv Gandhi’s endeavour there. Sometimes we are tempted to take very
short and impulsive short-cuts to agreements; but unless you are prepared
to invest in faith and trust, such agreements ultimately come to nougnt.
The fact is that even today, though the Punjab Accord has not been fully
implemented and I, for one, would always regret it, while Punjab has gone
through a lot, there is no other alternative plan of action. And everyone
concedes that, perhaps, the Punjab Accord is still relevant and still could be
ther basis of some positive step that can be taken to finally end the chapter
of distrust and terror in that State.

Itis this investment of faith which ultimately convinced Sant Longowal
Whenever | had the occasion, I had quite a few meetings with him betore he
came to Delhi, also with Barnalaji and some other common f{riends the
late Sardar Balwant Singhji and another greatl friend and 1 would say an
elder person who helped Auu:, Dr. Attar Singhji, he has also, untortunately
Just expired a few days ago — Santji was convinced that there was something
Umlt '(;uuld come out of this effort only because, as 1 sald, of the investment
in falj.hu And ultimately, when he agreed to come Lo Delhi, he said in Punjabi
L:":.;z(‘;[",‘f(l’ll‘uduu:.thc (:xm:t,uwnrds, but which meant ki hum to bharosa kar
[ said 'mlvl:f: I»uur, aage l‘{quv_/(uu' Ye to bharose walt [u.uzt, har, which 1s, as
hlway,s huji: .In.mm, in faith; that 1s tth bedrock on which statesmen have

- nations, taken great decisions and that cannot be replaced by
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\ ) herefore, arose the question: who would stand
o ALSOL(L\]V“&:::;{?’HCC::V?&(: :Lc people of Punjab that there has to be a
:Er::cratic endorsement of this Accord? We were in great douht about it
Even herein Delhi, there was a point of view thgt the best thing 'would be to
postpone the elections because there might be violence, gnd we did not know
what that could result in. And I am saying thisg without any fear of
contradiction because I have sitting by my side the person who assumed the
mantle of Santji with great humility, Barnalaji. He was fully in favour of
holding the elections. Here in Delhi, it was debated very intensely and there
were strong views against holding the elections at all. But here again, the
commitment and the vision of Rajivji about the democratic polity of this
country were the decisive factors. And without going into too much detail, [
will only quote his statement made in the Lok Sabha, on 23 August, after

the assassination of Santji:

The fundamental issue now before all political parties committed to the
democratic system is: Shall we allow the exercise of the free will of the
people to be obstructed, frustrated and subverted by the forces of
extremism and terrorism? On a correct response to this hinges the fate
of the democratic system in India.

AndTv}v]ith lthig statement, he announced that the elections shall be held.
I ae ¢ elctlons were not only entirely peaceful, but also there was not
iy ab:\l,ng(;g act of violence resulting in any injury or death. The turnout
over atteain %e;) cent in the en_tire State, a percentage which was perhaps
democraticaue eleef,(;fjecln Punjab in any election. After the elections, &
some fear, y elec overnment assumed power, with hope and also with
I know the Acc
because of tws ?:,.ctord could not succeed or could not be implemented fully
dispute. It is alsoct o .the transfer of Chandigarh and the river waters
areat moral faree rl:u, th?t the absence of Sant Longowalji deprived us of a
that would have aV:i ich Santji would have brought to bear on any problems
sen. Many people have since asked me why the Accord
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failed. I would not like to give a very facile answer to this question. But the
fact remains that it could not be implemented fully and it would be unfair to
pin the blame entirely on the leadership of the Akali Dal in Punjab. We are
also to blame to some extent.

I am sure, in due course, history, with its cold objectivity, will unravel
all the facts that ultimately led to the non-implementation of the Accord.
But even in this gloomy atmosphere, the one issue that had become very
contentious was the transfer of Fazilka and Abohar to Haryana and in that,
as sometimes happens in history, the entire focus was brought to bear on
one village, Kandukheda. The population of that village was so evenly divided
that the ultimate result of the referendum that was held would mean the
majority and minority issue being clinched. Naturally, the Government of
Punjab, which was then headed by the Akali Dal, wanted that village hecause
the population, they contended, was the majority and in their favour, and
the other group contended that the majority was not in their favour. [ am
mentioning this not because of what happened ultimately; I am only
highlighting this point to show how fair and just Rajivji wanted to be. There
were reports from both sides that large-scale infiltration was being
engineered to influence the decision. Some people were saying that the CRPF
[(Central Reserve Police Force] people were trying to help somebody, and
somebody else was saying that the forces of Punjab were trying to help
somebody. When this question was posed to Rajivji, he asked: “Now what
can I do?” I said: “It is entirely up to you.”

Overnight, the Assam Rifles were airlifted from Assam and were
deployed in that area to remove from the minds of people that the forces
could be in any way partisan in the effort to give people of that area a free
choice of what they wanted. This is the length to which he went.

Now we are sitting here, almost nine years removed from that event
and I can say that there is peace in Punjab today. We are all happy that
things are going well and normalcy has been restored to a large extent and
the democratic processes are now functioning, however imperfectly. But I
believe and I will continue to believe that the initiative taken by Rajivji, the
Accord that he signed with Sant Longowal and the vision and commitment
that he brought to bear upon all issues will ultimately be the deciding factors
for bringing complete peace and tranquillity to the Land of the Five Rivers.

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: Let me explain the problem as 1 understand it.
The genesis of the Punjab problem has basically to be traced to the identity
crisis of the Akalis. The urge for political supremacy in the State, the physical
identity crisis of the large number of Sikhs becoming Sahejdaris; the
fragmentation of the agricultural land resulting in the property crisis of the
powerful Sikh farming class; the educated young men from the villages
running to cities seeking cushy jobs and developing inertia to go back to the
villages to work on land; and the assertion of the Hindu elements for their
own identity in language have led to agitations by the Akalis from time to
time, resulting, unfortunately, in the cleavage of Punjab and its society.
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After the 1971 elections and th
‘ . 971 ele e rule of the Congress during the
stewardship of Shri Giani Zail Singh, the Akali Dal came up ir: llj.'ra)’/r;,g-n’i}:'r;
the Anandpur Sahib Resolution. This resolution, endorsed b ‘

i Sant Longo
President of the SGPC [Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandha ! g

k Committee), on
3 October 1982, stressed that the Shiromani Akali Dal was the supreme

body of the Sikh Panth and was thus authorised to lead them. The principai
aims of the resolution projected their religious, political, economic and
cultural demands. There were quite a few meetings with Indiraji when she
was the Prime Minister from 1980. The basi¢ demands projected by the
Akalis were: granting holy status to the city of Amritsar; installation of a
transmitting station at the Golden Temple; Sikh passengers to be permitted
to carry kirpans on domestic flights; the All-India Gurdwara Act to be framed;
the reallocation of Ravi-Beas waters; transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab;
autonomy of the State; and related issues. - -

When Rajivji arrived on the scene as Prime Minister, he intended to
create confidence amongst the Sikhs in general and the Akalis in particular
by seeking to resolve the problems at the highest level. He immediately
appointed Shri Arjun Singh as the Governor of Punjab.

Immediately on assuming the stewardship, as a first step towards the
resolution of the seemingly intractable problem of Punjab, Rajivji released
the Akali leaders. In the wake of their release, these leaders at once adopted
a rhetoric which was similar to that of extremists but, later, the SGPC
President, Sant Longowal, a follower of the non-violent methods of Mahatmz
Gandhi, was persuaded to sit across the tabl.e aqd sprt out the _P\tmi;e
imbroglio. Shri Arjun Singh was instrumental in b.rmgmg th? Akahs. ot i

tiating table and aided Rajivji throughout. This r.esulted in the signing
nego & hri Rajiv Gandhi on 24 July
of an Accord between Sant Longowal and Shri Raj e Chandigarh
1985. The Accord included, inter alia, the transfe'r of the cty 0 cl aa ! o% e
to Punjab in exchange for the transfer of the Hindi-spea mgi :tl; et
Union Territory of Chandigarh to Haryana and t.hg tal;)potransferred to
commission to determine the specific areas f?om Puja® " 'te and linguistic
Haryana in lieu of Chandigarh on the principle of co‘ntl.gu“t'y_m claims and
affinity with the village as the unit. There were cex awas o aged
.ounterclaims of boundaries for which a separate CommiSSION Was. troduced
L(;)rlll Izhe sharir;g of river waters, a cut-off date, i.e.,‘l J lély }?ﬁ?ﬁlv:izlgaVi?Beas
and the States were assured that th?lr S e Ot{i:v aFeorrbthe claims of Punjab
system was not to be less than a specified quantity.
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Harvana leadership was not enthusiastic. While mattre'r.q Fr‘ ,ka ,lri{,.{. ,]r’;‘lﬁ,
nnp.l(’nwntat,inn of the Accord moved at a slower pace, in e.;r'u‘dr':hd. a/
about half the Akali Dal members in the Leglsl;{twe Assembly wi ! r”;
(heir support to the Government of Shri Surjeet Singh Barnala, 2 close ally
¢ Sant Longowal. The Barnala Government was gubsequently forced to

rol:' on Congress support and, ultimately, in May 1987, President’s ruiedwas
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established. The resultant effect was that, after 1987, nothing could be
when there was no political leadership in the State to take the responsibility
and from late 1985 to May 1987 and particularly after February 1986, wheq
there was a split in the Akali Dal, the political leadership in the State couid
not assert itself to implement the terms of the Accord. The issues in the
Accord were obviously complex which could not have been resolved in the
manner to satisfy equally all the parties. This ultimately led to an impasse.
On the issue of river waters, the Eradi Commission was set up which
was expected to decide the sharing of the waters within six months, i.e., by
mid-1987. However, this commission could not fulfil its madate within the
specified period. The Punjab Government failed to complete the construction
of the canal and later when the commission gave its report, Shri Barnala,
as Chief Minister, rejected it on the ground that it violated the terms of
reference set forth in the Punjab Accord and was injurious to the economy

of Punjab.
| In terms of the Accord, originally the Mathew Commission was appointed
for thg tr.ansfer of land from Punjab to Haryana in lieu of Chandigarh. This
‘\/;'J’L’;‘"t'}libitn Cf)II‘CIIJ‘d(E(li tbat it c.oul.d n()t'identify §uitable land in compliance
" “m; azn:jxr;r:x; 8 (fttthe [.)rmm[')les, i.e., the village being a unit, linguistic
it ”am(ﬁmdl .OS ter.ntnry are a m‘ust‘ ‘subsf\,quem[y‘ two
. l)(:rsa; (‘(,m; y, the us'tlce Venkutumm‘luh Commission and the
o ot s Jf,.u,';l(%m';:i \‘lw,;l':frs'c-et up but their recommendations could
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The demand for a separate personal 1 . ¥

materialis an cloar propossla towasds thasond ows eoon s couMd ot
ate rver came from the Akalis.

Beas aystern to he

(‘ourt judge was
al was to

hold elections
a lying yacant

nonth, Sant [Longowal was aaaassinated by Sikh
v Accord began to ereate problems

golf wholehea rtedly
ge of the



v i l ]
” i ‘A""(”\i\ '"’”"\ \”' ') ) (

! AN ' (« l {

(

an: | have not been just a witnegg t deve
Mr. V.N. Narayanan:

m 1 ‘H' 1AV \' )l\[l]\ m l' \Y} [4 P (pl “II g

n 1 '):”'I' "):‘“’ Ir }'r(.rr I
{ S i

1 mjao

e positive

ently and
arat)

te, I had been the one person who had Consist,
. 0 At any rate, !
SONS

tically mamtained that Punjab was not a problem of sep im at
svetematics N away from
at fh(g'/ are %’;'J'H‘/
Singhjj now
reent turnoyt earliar
major violence

\ 0 1 satd, “Don't run away from 4-|'-("f,inn'~x‘ don’t,
=l ani so \ ,".”““ people a chance and they will show th
clechons \v‘t‘\':n "That is why, I think, I want to correct
\}.-”h ‘.h.‘: ‘:(J“‘-L,q not the highest, there had heen 79 pe
;:;,:::[: :: 1ho‘(;np place where there had never he;»;q
elections. The same arguments that were put forth i
Longowal Accord were also pu‘t fqrth in 1989, sa
elections. And have the statistics to prove th
1989 elections either: 67 per cent of the voteg

Arjun

fluriny
n 1985 aftar the Rajj.,.

ying that the 8un ruled th,,

at the gun dig not rule th,
polled in 1989 Were agains:
that he hag come to power 44

was neyer never q

”” He then saiq: “You tell me
what is the problem.” Then | told him what wag
I told him that it was

there are people getting killed?” He th
Was a point-scorij

d at me and said-
» tell me becayge you do not know the pressures that a P ime
Minister has, g you tell me”

I told h

im that Chandigarh’s transfer was not Just a political issue. it
Was a commity refused to accept that it should be
given up at thig stage when he had gone

pmblems. I think, Barnalaji is h
dgrmg this problen also. Anq Barna]
will give thig much” He had identify

s creating the
ch with him all the time
aji came forward also. He said: “OK, I
ed some 25,000 acreg in one place and



Nationhood, Ethnicity, Pluralism and Conflict Resolution l 11

another 25,000 acres elsewhere, and so on. I said: “Don’t reduce it to a real
estate problem. It is not. Chandigarh is a commitment by, not just you, but
by your mother as well. She introduced an aberration called Fazilka and
Abohar and a corridor. But you removed it, you removed that aherration.
Please do not go back on your word.” The problem was that terrorism as 2
phenomenon had to be tackled by the nation. The terrorist as a person had
to be tackled by the State.

I think it was during the Beant Singh regime (1992 onwards) that the
State was left to handle the terrorists with help from the Centre. According
to what the Rajiv-Longowal Accord prescribed, it was not enough to merely
offer a few packages to the Sikhs, but the point had to be driven home that
the rest of India loved them. Mr. Siddhartha Shankar Ray also concurred
with my viewpoint and told me that he would try to make it a reality. At
that time (1986) I did not quite believe Mr. Ray, but, later, I realised that
this was exactly the solution that Rajiv Gandhi had in mind. And I salute
him in retrospect. I am not saying this purely because I did not believe
Rajiv Gandhi. I opposed him throughout his 1986-89 phase, because I
believed that he did not have a complete grasp of Punjab. But later on,
during 1991, in my interactions with him, I realised that he indeed had a
comprehensive solution. That solution had been only half-achieved after
Beant Singh’s Government came to power in 1992. It was Mr. K.P.S. Gill
who fulfilled the main promises made, namely, the State had dealt with the
terrorists effectively. However, the Centre was sleeping over the terrorism
problem. There is every chance that the Sikh, who is now patient and silent
(not because he is satisfied, but he does not have a symbol or a rallying
point) could once again resort to violence. There were good forces like Sant
Longowal and sinister and pernicious forces like Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale. If the latter symbol comes up, there is every prospect of the
Punjab problem returning, especially as I feel that the police is the only
terrorist in the State and this terrorism can bring back other terrorisms.
So, I think that today the Rajiv-Longowal Accord assumes greater
importance. And I am one with Arjun Singhji that this is the blueprint for
tackling, on a permanent basis, the problem of terrorism in Punjab or
militancy as the problem of Punjab.

Mr. J.F. Ribeiro: I went to Punjab with the express objective of making
the police fight the demoralisation that had set in. I was then asked to fight
terrorism also, a phenomenon that I had never encountered earlier and of
which I was totally ignorant. We learnt, on the job, through experience.
Some of the experiences, Mr. Barnala, who was my Chief Minister, would be
able to corroborate. He once told me that there were certain people in
Gurdaspur district who were creating terror and said that if these people
were taken in, then that area would, perhaps, be quiet. My perception was
also the same at that time. And I think both of us changed our minds later
because after they were brought in, problems continued because new people
took their place. This was one of the characteristics of terrorism which is
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: Teare are other types of terrorism also which are affected
affected by (‘n:()1.'1‘0“;'1‘1::(::'1’;:(‘; :,)\17;)(‘, t,lfgl, we encountered in Punjab. The one
by idvolog,\f;? I:{l;(\:;“wﬂg v]ikv, that the British are facing in Northern Ireland
e (\m‘mn]“-":]\\ Republican Army (IRA) or the Spanish from the Basque
mSo we found that new recruits were ailways forthcoming. We
We identified the names, but that (Jl{l not help. I remember
ation that Mr. Barnala made to the effect that the police hag
ain and policemen do not go out at night. So, I brought,
d asked: “What is it that the Chief Minister has noticed

I am ashamed that 1 have not? Why are all of you not going out at
m-]dl to? I;‘hey said they were in uniform and they were being shot down like
::il:lts because the opposite side was not in uniform and the policemen
had no means of identifying them, Whereas they were .under cgﬁain
obligations to challenge the opposite 'suie. We gave the pollcemgn civilian
clothes and sent them out. But then it became more of a terrorist-versus-
terrorist type of situation which was also not adwsable_ and.we haq to stop
that also. So, these are the experiences that we had galngd in Punjab.

Whenever we came to Delhi to meet Rajiv Gandhi, which we religiously
did every month, perhaps, more often, Mr. Siddhartha Shankar Ray was
the main spokesman of the Punjab administration, basically after Governor’s
rule. I used to accompany Mr. Ray. After our discussions on the ground
about what the police were doing and what they were required to do, Mr.
Ray would continue alone with Rajiv Gandhi talking about the political
part of it, in which I did not participate. My discussions were confined to the
fight against terrorism. I agree that this was the perception. To fight
terrorism you need to have the people on your side, and with particular
reference to Punjab, it was the Sikh peasantry that had to come on the side
of the Government in order to win this war against terrorism. It is all right
chasing and nabbing or killing a few terrorists, but these terrorists were
always replaced. And unless terrorism was tackled, it was not really possible
to do away with terrorists. I again agree with Mr. Narayanan that now the
situation has changed: it is a matter of balance of injustice to the people,
and the press tolerated the police methods because they felt the terrorists
were more unjust than the police. But now when the scales have been turned,
i:fg]r:;kl;t Wwould be very wise to rein in the police and make them accountable
ﬁghL‘rr?guii:l;oenm:ciﬁgn the two-pronged approach that we adopted whop
sadondas: b Ba. nte_ was: no quarter to be given to-the, terrqrwts. The
Governor and [, or - tl-me' 'Wlnmng over the C()mmmnty' .lb this end., .the
leadership, we v,venLS(t)(mt(;] l)m'es’on my own, or sometimes .WAlth the poht}cal
villages in ’the thrce-a)nd e \;]drll(_)us villages. I must have visited at least 200
surrounding villages als(-u- alfdyears that I was t‘h.ere ax.ld people fron} the
We made an attempt to )exwoll'j' he e G parthp B8 dii thiege meetinEs
whether there were any i = ‘d-m Whgt we were doing and also to ﬁnd out

y injustices being meted out to the people, especially

from the
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made our lists.
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become afraid ag
them all together an
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to the innocent persons, by the police. There were some objections raised by

my officers, particularly the junior level officers. They felt that this would

show the police in a weaker role than in what they should be seen because

in Punjab the culture was different from that of my part of the country.

Police strength is something that they always try to project and, for my

part, I thought that in a fight against terrorism we have to be very careful

not to alienate the people by our actions. We made lists of corrupt police

officers, for instance, those who were using or misusing the situation on the

ground to line their pockets. Many officers felt that we should not bhother

about these matters when we were fighting the bigger problem of terrorism,

as a result of which people were losing their lives. I did not agree with this

view. This was the reason why a dispute or a difference of opinion arose
between police leaders. Perhaps not being from that part of the country, not
knowing the culture and attitudes of the people, it was better that I got out
at the time that I did because, later, as we see now, my perceptions may
have been wrong. Peace has descended on Punjab; there is no doubt about
that and I wish that the people continue to enjoy the fruits of this peace
because they are very enterprising people. My colleagues were basically
people who liked to fight and who had honour and I had no problems at all
because before I went, I was told that they were not persons who would be
very keen on fighting the terrorists because they belonged to their own
people. But that was not so. They were people who were honest to their job.
The only problem that arose, in fact, was that many of them lost their lives.
Besides, vendetta is a part of the Punjabi culture; they take revenge on
such occasions. But there was also the feeling among the police leadership
that they should not only be compensated by the State but also. in
anticipation of others losing their lives, no action should be taken against
them if they indulge in certain corrupt practices. There was also the fact
that more segments of society, not only the politicians but also the police,
bureaucracy and judiciary, were all put under great fear. | do not know
really what happened to the terrorists who were taken out of the Golden
Temple after the second Black Thunder Operation. [ do not know whether
they were convicted. If they have not been, I would not be surprised because
no judge was willing to try these cases. The whole world knew that they had
been caught red-handed. My problem was that people were afraid of losing
their lives, not only their own lives but also those of their family members.
Terrorists had put that much fear into them.

There was no jail administration. Terrorists ran the jails. And the only
other people who could put up a fight was the police because they were also
armed, they also had guns. It is fortunate, and 1 repeat it, that this situation
does not obtain today and we should ensure that it remains so.

Another interesting aspect of life in Punjab was that despite large-scale
killings by terrorists, life went on normally, especially in the villages, where
the far'mers continued working in the fields. 1 had noticed policemen
travelling on motorcycles, painted in yellow, being shot down by sniper fire.
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hour, two other policemen had mounted the same
and had gone about their work. In my part of the C()llnt;"j(/ t(}ll,m‘>tnrc_y(;,(f
have happened. Here, people who had suffered traumatically v’v,, 1S May 1
'k to their normal work. Life never stopped. e not afry;|
y from my own interaction with the people in the v;
ch more than the residents of Chandigarh, what t‘} villageg
as the sharing of the river water because they ;N’(lz‘y Were
at a disadvantage. Secondly, there was thé ) n:lrm‘ told
the prosecution of the people involved in the lég /;f;()n;: |
riots. That topic used to come up again and again in their talks’wjth)c:lh 1
Why were the guilty not prosecuted? Just as today in Bombay, where Im;-,
staying, Muslims keep asking me: “Why are the people who killed us ]’00:“";
us. burned our property not being prosecuted?” This is a problem t};at ha(
t may be that persons have not been identifjeq 0:

to be looked into because 1
there is no proper evidence. Whatever be the reason, all efforts have t,
made to ensure that the law is upheld.

Mr. Chairman: Mr. Ribeiro, perhaps you could tell us something aboyt

your interaction with Rajivji? What did he have to say? Did you talk to him
about river waters? Did you'talk to him about the Delhi riots? Did you talk
to him about the transfer of Chandigarh? What did he have to say? Secondly,
you were a major actor in Operation Black Thunder II. In this context, what

did he have to say to you?

Mr. J.F. Ribeiro: I was the Advisor during Operation Black Thunder
IL. I know each and everything about it. I was not the DGP; so, I didn’t want
to act as the DGP. The DGP has to act as the DGP. I don’t want to impose

myself on somebody else or on his job.
Mr. Chairman: We would like to know only about your interaction with

Rajiv Gandhi. :
Mr. J.F. Ribeiro: We met Rajiv Gandhi every day during Operation
Black Thunder II. Mr. Chidambaram is here and I would be failing 1n my
duty if I do not tell the truth that he was mainly responsible for the success
of this operation because his perception that the Sikhs would not come 0Ver.
based on the inputs of the Intelligence Bureau, was the correct one. If we
had been left to ourselves on the field, probably it would have been a different
action. But Mr. Chidambaram was present every day along with Mr. M.K.
Narayanan and they kept on consistently saying that they would not interfere
even though the maryada (honour or respect) had been disrupted. And that
stand was very very correct. Regarding our meeting Rajiv Gandhi during
the days of Operation Black Thunder I, it has been recorded in Mark Tully’s
hook that' he was absolutely and totally involved in this operation, in the
Zﬁ: yf _detla?ls of the operation and gave whatever help he could. He also gave
Oncelfllftih}nﬁtructxoqs. But before that, I did not meet Rajivji alone, t?xcept
o I;LQMT- Chidambaram knows it because he was waiting outside. l}f

s r the attack on Rajivji on 2 October 1986. There was an attac
e very next day, and he asked me to come specially and discussed
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with me as to what happened and sought my opinfon on how the security
should be organised. This was a question which I thought I was not really
competent to answer because I had never really bothered about security in
all my service. Then Mr. Chidambaram and Mr. B.3. Deshmukh came in
and probably decided what was to be done. Rajiv Gandhi was very keen and
very eager that the Sikhs who had been alienated should be brought back
into the mainstream. He did everything in his power to do that

Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnala: An impression is sometimes created that
the Akalis are to be blamed for terrorism in Punjab. On the contrary, [ submit
that. in fact, it was the creation of some Congressmen who wanted to bring
about a situation in Punjab so that the Akalis could not come to power After
the formation of Punjab (as it exists today) in 1966, the firat State
Government, headed by Sardar Gurnam Singh (an Akali leader) came to
power in 1967. This Government was dismissed after one and a half years
In fact, all the four Akali Governments formed after 1966 have been
dismissed. None of them lasted for even two years. That was unfortunate

The Akali Dal was formed in 1920, and is one of the oldest parties, second
only to the Congress. The Akalis had launched several agitations against
British rule. Even after Independence, the Akali Dal had to go in for
agitations. But such agitations were always peaceful.

The Akalis launched an impressive movement against the Emergency
(1975-77). The leaders decided to start a movement for the restoration of
civil liberties and democracy in the country. Many volunteers began to court
arrest. Also, the senior leaders were in jail for 18 months. I was the General
Secretary at that time. The role of the Akali Dal was appreciated by the
leaders of the Janata Party (which came to power after the 1977 general
elections). Shri Jayaprakash Narayan wrote a letter to Sant H.S. Longowal
‘who was then organising the movement) appreciating the sacrifices made
by the Akalis. So, this had been the trend of our party: to fight democratically,
whenever necessary in the interests of the country, in the interests ot the
State and in the interests of the Sikhs.

For the first time an organisation called Dal Khalsa was constituted in
Punjab. And the organiser was a Congress member of the Rajya Sabha.
Then came the elections to the Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Commuittee
(SGPC). At that stage, Sant Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale was heading a
purely religious institution known as Taksal Bhindranwala. For the first
time, the members of this institution decided to contest the elections to the
SGPC. Their candidates were supported by the Congress. This matter had
come up in Parliament, where some Congressmen admitted that they were
supporting Bhindranwale. That was how Bhindranwale was given power
and he hecame a leader.

Operation Bluestar was, I think, a great mistake. Perhaps the object
was to flush out some terrorists from the temple complex. That could have
been done by other means also. Just now, we were mentioning Operation
Black Thunder. And Mr. Ribeiro just mentioned that Mr. Chidambaram,
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a 1aﬁi°§1§ir€nan: That is pre-Rajiv Gandhi; so thatis a historical record
why I am skipping many details.

Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnala: That is
It could have been done in many other ways. But the manner of executio~

created a sort of vacuum, a sort of situation in the country in which every
Sikh, wherever he was, he was shocked and greatly grieved. And a lot of
hatred was created by Operation Bluestar because taking over the sanctum

demolishing it and taking in tanks and

sanctorum, the Akal Takht, and !
artillery also gave entirely wrong signals to the entire Sikh community all

over the world, and there was a reaction. That could have been avoided.
After that an unfortunate incident had occurred in that Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi was assassinated. I think this incident was reprehensible
rf;fzciu:: ;z was do}?e by persons who were entrusf;efl with hgr security and
.savim;r Ofsz:)lslz t e)t’ Wltz'e Sikhs. A Sikh is, by religion, considered to be ghe
a job. The asszs S}:Z t.a ller, particularly when he has been entrusted w‘lth.
the nation which sho:;:j] }clreated a situation in Delhi and in other parts o;‘
course, But there‘ w ave been avoided. Now there was 1‘e§€IItllleIlE, 0
Gandhiji was alg as much more resentment when Gandhiji was shot
Incidents, [t Waslk)na great leader. When he was shot, there were no su.n
hiad done jt b(elongp(:j“;n who hb.ld done it, it was known that the person who
Wak harmed, not 4 t;jn?j ?ﬁﬂrtwular l{ﬂl‘ty. Not a single man of that party
Persons in Delhj ki“cdb L‘ ”'ahal-asl-ltrlan was harmed. But why were 4099
bwo, three d8ys congta n;tl,xulcssly, inhumanly? And the killings went on for
}fl:u: And, “’”'Urtu,m&,:] y. Not .much effort was made to stop the carnage
Lisking place ip Coner ‘1Y, avery important aspect was that the killings were
Nnot 4 Hngh, person “;:ffﬂﬂ‘-‘l"l.llﬁd Statcs. In the other States, as far as I know,
‘d. Now W““:‘ ‘l.“(sd, though there were cases of arson and ste
~Are1n the tenth year after those incidents. There 15 8
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lot of protest inside and outside Parliament. Unfortunately at that time,
even in Parliament, no condolence resolution was passed; not even one-
minute silence was observed by the Members of Parliament. That also was
harming the feelings of the community. So Sikha generally feel that, perhaps,
the laws are different for them. Why have the people responsible for these

heinous crimes not been prosecuted?
Rajiv Gandhi had inherited many things, many wrong things. He had

been made Prime Minister on that sad day when Indira Gandhi had heen
shot dead. He narrated all these problems. But he had a desire to solve the
problems. And Sant Longowal was in Rajasthan in solitary confinement
He was released in early 1985. 1 was also released and some others were
released too. We got together and started discussing the situation in Punjab
It was quite volatile at that time. People were not happy. Terrorism was
growing. Santji felt that something should be done about it, otherwise things
would go out of hand. He started going to those people who had been
aggrieved by Operation Bluestar. There were hundreds of innocent people
who had been caught in the cross-fire. He went to their homes. He toured
Punjab extensively. He then came to Delhi, and I was with him. We went to
those areas which had been affected adversely in the November 1984 killings.
We were informed that nobody had come to them for providing any relief or
say a word of sympathy. Santji went to those homes. They felt that somebody
had come to hear their grievances, to share their grief, to be sympathetic.
The Santji said: “We will do something, we will talk to the Government
about your problems.” And we did mention their problems to the Government
at that time. Maybe some of them were later taken up.

At that time, things were very bad in all those areas which had been
adversely affected. While travelling in Punjab, Santji was moving about in
very adverse circumstances. Terrorism was growing and people did not like
Santji and did not like me. The terrorists could have caused harm to any of
us. We had to be very careful in those days. We were not having proper
security at that time. Nevertheless, we started organising conferences and
meetings and young boys who were against us tried to disrupt them.

After that, Santji started moving out of Punjab. He went to Rajasthan;
he went to UP; and he came to Delhi also. Intellectuals of Delhi invited him
for a discussion and a meeting was organised. There, only selected people
came and aired their views. Then he was invited by the Jawaharlal Nehru
University and the Delhi University. Santji spoke in both the universities
and his views were appreciated and acclaimed by the people. In tact, young
boys were shouting: Santji aap Jayapraksah Narayan ki tarah desh ke neta
bano, aap Punjab ke neta nahi, aap desh ke neta bano. This type of
atmosphere was being created. That was a time when throughout the country
there was an atmosphere that peace should come to Punjab somehow.

I think Arjun Singhji, being the Governor of Punjab, took advantage of
the situation and started a dialogue with the other leaders. 1 came on the
scene much later. He was already moving in certain circles. He had meetings



IN ” Knjiv Goandhi's Indin (Vol, 1) Politicg

with Sandgr, he Inter told me In thege meetings, the

(hinps Aponn, Savdar Balwant Singhji uaed to maoot ATI'JH . ,
X { ] OnNg
Koy Bhawan And an agreeable situation on hoth gidey ar

JCro;

Prime Ministor invited Santji to come to Delhi The g;,m‘“ calle

ited and t,,

, i ;
- which it was decided that he should go to Delpi Ar :

meetir,
. ’ 99 1 1 he Accaptad 41

mvitation and fixed a meeting on 23 July. At the eleventh, he \/Y the
Y ’”r‘ Mr F/"

Badal and Mr. .S, Tvhra decided to come with Santji B

, 3 S ! Alwant
myself met the Sant)i. He was a religious type of person He

blessings of the Guru. Then he said: “We will 20 ahead 7 O)r
the first meeting with the Prime Minister. It went on for
Parliament House office of the Prime Minister. Wher he
"How was the meeting?” He told me that the Prime Mi
sincere and intends to be helpful in solving the Punjah
said, “To me it appeared that the Prime Minister Was speaking r.
heart — wo dil se baat karte hai, aisa mujhe lagta hai, Sincere hr; rm the
baat karna chahte hai.” And on 24 July, the RajiV‘LOTlgowal 'A‘N"’/f Puch
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Santji deliberately, perhaps, kept out some Sikh leaders from o1
meeting which led to the Accord. Otherwise, this Accord woyg nfé .lda
been possible. Santji had taken a great risk, he knew it. Whije comix;: N
Delhi we talked to him on the way. I said: “It is a great risk. These De:ui;
with the guns, they will come after us.” He said: “Well, somebody has % do
it. I am not married. I am not worried even if I lose my life for the sake of
the people, for the sake of Punjab. I don’t mind it, somebody has to do it.
somebody has to take a risk in life to-do big things. We are trying to do
good thing, we are trying to bring peace to Punjab. For that, any risk can be
taken.”

And this Accord was received enthusiastically not only in Delhi but also
all over the.country. In Delhi, sweets were distributed in almost all the
mohallas when it was declared that the Accord had been signed. The Accord
was taken to Parliament and both the Houses ratified it. [t was taken to the
Punjab and Haryana Assemblies. Both passed it. In Punjab also there wasa
reception. When we reached Sangroor, which was Santji’s district, people
lined the roads all along with garlands. So that was the atmosphere creatiii.
But it was not liked by those who did not want peace in PunJéb’ anclingez
wanted the disruption of the peace. And on 20 August 1985 Sant)i waa -
in the Gurdwara itself when he was in the presence of the Gur}l s
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When Santji was killed — he died in the evening — Arjun Singhji went
to Sangroor The next morning, I received a call from Rajiv Gandhi [ felt
that he was shocked and very grieved from the voice that [ heard That was
my feeling. He was virtually crying at that time. When he conveyed his
feelings to me, he said: “Well, it has happened in this manner: we never
thought that it will happen like this. It is very unfortunate.” Though elections
were announced, the date for polling was delayed for a week bhecause of the
cremation of Santji. And then elections took place. And as Arjun Singhji has
mentioned, they were peaceful. We were, nevertheless, apprehensive [ was
getting threats almost every day. Somebody would come to me in the
morning: “Today don’t go out, they will ambush you” and all that. Things
started like that. Since 1 was made the President of the Akali Dal and I was
in charge of the elections, I had to go out a bit. We were not provided security
even at that time. So I had my sons with guns all the time, and with some
supporters, we went out. Every day we were getting threats: “Well today
has passed, tomorrow won’t. You will be a dead man tomorrow night.” The
threats continued. And then on the last day of polling, I received a telephone
call. The caller said: “You won’t be able to go to Chandigarh and assume
office as Chief Minister.” I said: “I am not going to be the Chief Minister,
somebody else will be the Chief Minister.” [This was because, at that stage,
it was uncertain as to who would be the Chief Minister.] But that type of
atmosphere was still there. Such were the circumstances under which the
Government was formed at that time. So, I assumed office at a very difficult
time. There were many problems before me. Terrorism was there and the
implementation of the Accord was also important; within the party also,
some people wanted to be the Chief Minister. They could not succeed. They
were also creating problems.

As the date of transfer of Chandigarh was coming near (the date had
been fixed as 26 January), the Mathew Commission was appointed to identify
certain areas and the Haryana officials had claimed that Abohar and Fazilka
should be given to them. There was virtually a consensus in that area which
was against the terms of the Accord. All the same, we told them that they
could have it. And that is where the Assam Rifles came in. I was in Delhi.
When I came to know that the CRPF was being rushed to Punjab to conduct
the head count there, particularly in those disputed villages, 1 said this
should not he done. We had complaints that the CRPF was not fair because
its personnel were mostly recruited through Haryana in those places. We
were apprehensive that they would not be fair and we would not get a free
and fair response from that area. I complained to the Home Minister, to the
Home Secretary and then to Mr. Ribeiro who was the Special Secretary at
that time. He said: “They have been sent, Sir. They have gone there perhaps,
near Sirsa.” I said that I had ordered my police in Punjab not to allow the
BSF [Border Security Force] or the CRPF to go to Punjab. So there would be
a clash of interest, perhaps. I had asked the police in Punjab not to allow
them to get down from the train in which they were travelling. So Mr. Ribeiro
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]wm'ﬂ“’“k“"‘ That day was just like a thunderbolt for me and | rﬁlm., ht T’
rosigning: [ asked: “What is being done? [ have been shabbily r,rf-af:-r] "H’r]f‘ ’
(here were some colleagues who informed me that another ¢ i
80 ,another commission had
: ted. and that they | e
heen appointed. and that they had been able to successfully conduct thi
mission because they were in Government. Had they not h o
: ANE L Dee
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not to resign at that t'.1me. Sometimes people in Punjab say that things n uld
have been different if we had resigned on that day. | T
In that conn_ectlon, we ha.d an opportunity of meeting Rajiv Gandhi quite
often on many 1ssues. And it happened that in the jbint session of J rr,1l
. ) . SESS )1 Dotn
Ho‘x';ses of Pax_'hament during his Address the President had to say something
Rajiv Gandhi personally asked me to be present in that session. I said rh;
I had some other work. He, nevertheless, asked me to come because *hat,
was an important occasion. He did not tell me anything in advance. I
cherefore, went to attend that session, not knowing that something waé tr‘
be satlddabou’cc1 me. I came to know only when the President, Giani Zail Singh,
étar ed reading his address aloud, in which he praised me and my
ovirrﬁilen}tl.- This was the first time, perhaps, since Independence that an
ﬁvzn like t is had (?ccurred. Only three-four days backs Giani Zail Singh
at given an 1nterv1'e\.av to a Punjabi newspaper, Aji¢, stating that he was
go..r{.l. favgur of praising me and had conveyed his view to the PM. But
1531}?1'?818%(1 that'thls mfentlon should be included in the Address, and that
rh yi dwas. Then, in Parliament the PM himself praised my work twice. He
0 made some gestures of goodwill. These aspects endeared him tc
Sometimes, we met like fri " On such
e I’ ¢ e .fands. There was a free exchange of ideas. On such
s, I felt that Santji was correct in stating that Rajivji speaks ¢
the heart, and he was a ¢ aboat Punjab.
Later, B person whp wanted to do something about Punjab.
b ofﬁciail me(:;;i e Ve{lkan’taramalah Commission started functioning, we
Bot Lo ngs. I didn’t have a very good opinion about this commission.
ouldn’t possibly tell him that perhaps h i '
by his advisey. B 1at perhaps he was not being guided properly
discussing Chus 'd' ut that feeling was there in me. And when we were
the Puni ndigarh, we had agreed to a certain area. | had mentioned in
€ Funjab Assembly also that Chandigart ‘ansferred 1 '
this 35,000 aces ] andigarh would be transferred in lieu of
I shat Lo sof land ab(')ut 31 villages occupied that land. But I do not
V‘iﬂkataramajalf)lp}(fdm uve.rnlght. Next morning we suddenly learnt that
35,000 aoror .}d mcntmued?(),()()() acres. Now there was no area beyond
Ve eFamnt gomc ltc()ql(l be.clauned to be Hindi-speaking. I affirmed that
of Chandigarh: ”g o part with any Punjabi-speaking area for the transter
Commigsio ’1‘,}1 a;ub \jve l.xad to reject that decision of the Venkataramaiah
C“mmission. i yctry night another commission was appointed, the Desai
areas tg he t;angf)cm- o the matter and identify within the next 24 hours the
sferred. I rushed to the Prime Minister’s house and asked:

Gover
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or 16 seats; we have some influence there, they are Sikh votes You will he
able to get those votes and things there are quite difficult He aaked mr"
“What is your opinion about Haryana?" I gaid | think, you can only :lr-,‘
about 15 seats and not more.” Bul then it wasg e ided to diamia: :ﬂ/
Government mainly on that score, as everyhody knows 25/ unfortunately
only five seats were won. In fact, every Punjabi in Haryana voted ;,y,,m,_ﬁ,
thc.(‘onm‘vss at that time. The Government which was doing the good worlk
which was fighting terrorism there by different methods, had heen dismissed
unjustly. In fact, when we were tackling the terrorist movement, I found
that the police were not working properly. They had Jost their nerve. That
was the time when I asked Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to get some good
police officer from outside. I gave him four names from various States and |
had read about Mr. Ribeiro. He had done very good work in Maharashtra.
So I said, he is my first preference. Rajivji said: “No, no, he can’t be spared,
he is Special Secretary or something.”

Four, five days later there was an incident in Ludhiana, some RSS
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh] people had been killed there. After this
news came, | found Ribeiro entering my room. I was happy to see him. [ was
happy that he could come because he could reorganise the police force
according to his own thinking. They were demoralised. I assigned one very
senior police officer to go to Amritsar and give me a report in seven days
about what we should do. He stated that it would not be possible for him to
do so as his son was studying in Khalsa College there and he would be in
danger if he went there. I said: “No no, you have to go.” I was a little firm,
and the next day, I came to know that he had suffered a heart attack.
Unfortunately, the third day he died and I felt very sorry about it. But this
was the state of affairs when I assumed office and I had to get help from
outside.

As I said, the Chandigarh programme was a date-bound programme. I
had been meeting Rajivji quite often in this context. And initially, when the
Mathew Commission was working on it, he was very firm in his views. In
the terms of reference, something not in conformity with the Accord had
been added. I had objected to that. This was even before 1 had won the
elections. I also objected to it after becoming the Chief Minister.

Rajivji replied that he would “try and do something about 1it” Two days
later, he told me that it would not be possible to make the change | wanted
and explained the difficulty in doing so. I insisted that the change be made
He then stated: “It is my responsibility. I will see that it [the commission’s
report| does not harm you.” I, nevertheless, stressed that [ could not agree
with him hecause the matter was before the commission and, normally, heads
of the executive do not talk to commissions, which was free to decide the
Mmatter in its own way. He then asked me not to worry about it. What he did
was to hold a press conference within two days, in which he gave his views.
['also had another apprehension in my mind regarding the ambiguity
between Hindi-speaking and Punjabi-speaking villages. [ felt the commission
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Rajiv Gandhi was, perhaps, heing influenced

1-out dispute over the river waters A River Water
Tyibunal had been appointed to settle this dispute. I mentioned to the PM
{hat this was a very urgent problem for Punjab. [ also pointed out that
Punjab would not be able to give any water to any other State because the
ground water table level was going down every day at a fast rate. (Punjah
had. in fact, diverted large amounts of water earlierto Rajasthan through
canals.) The situation was very difficult. I mentioned all these facts to Rajiv
Gandhi. He stated that the matter was before the tribunal, which would
have to decide. The tribunal’s decision was not accepted by the Punjab
Tovernment at that time. Moreover, unfortunately, the Punjab Accord had
also not been fully implemented. A very small clause here and there may
have been worked upon. But for all intents and purposes, the Accord has
not been implemented. Had it been, the situation in Punjab would have
been totally different; terrorism would not have grown.

Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet: I will start by stating that there is a
complacency in the minds of all that everything is all right in Punjab. They
look on this problem from the angle, for the time being, that terrorism has
been put to an end and normalcy has been restored. This is a fact. There is
no doubt. For the present situation, only two factors count. One, the
experience of the people of Punjab kept in check the hands of the terrorists.
And second, the role of the administration. By combining them together, a
situation was created in which normalcy has been restored and people who
went away from Punjab have come back. And everybody who comes from
outside — various correspondents from various countries have come — has
reported that there is normal life. But it will be wrong to conclude that
everything is perfectly all right, because I am going into the depth of the
problem, only then can the truth be understood. 1 have read the statements
by politicians, by administrators, and by police officers: they have stated:
“We have set everything right. We have seen a separatist situation developing
in Punjab, being controlled and redeveloping and again being controlled.” 1
am a member of the Communist Party. 1 did not (and do not) see any
difference among Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and Hindus. Never. Once there
was a national movement. But that spirit is not existing today.

I next come to another aspect which the ruling party has been missing.
The main consideration of political parties today is to get votes. Such a
stand might disrupt the country’s-unity but it is not their concern. They
make appeals for votes on the basis of caste. I am not talking about the
Congress alone. No Government tried to handle the situation politically;

next morning
in my mind that
There was Jong-drawi
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time. the Prime

the Golden Temple. ' /
of the parliament. An impression had been created that guns would not
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enter the temple complex. So, there are many questions which need 1o h
looked into from various angles. The main one is: why did this type of politi

become necessary? Now the situation has changed radically. Now nohad;
can think of military power entering the Golden Temple. Quite differ -
aSpiraﬁonS are there today and they are growing. The principle should be
that the unity of the country has to be maintained. From that point of view,
it would be very difficult to tackle the present problems because everybody
—ries to utilise the problem to his or her own benefit instead of finding 2
solution to it. The unity and integrity of the country are very important in
today’s situation when the correlation of forces all over the world has

changed. And India with tremendous resources at its disposal can play a big

Minister was saying that there was no question of cntering

Fifteen statements to this effect were made on the foor

role.
And for this, I will give credit to Rajiv Gandhi. He was able to see at

that moment that merely by using the repressive machinery of the police
and administration, we could not bring peace to Punj ab. Punjab is a border
State. I know how in 1965, and in 1970-72, peasants took food from their
homes and served the Army in the borders. They are the same Punjabis. So
in this situation, he was able to see the truth and his initiative was very
creditable.

Rajiv Gandhi was able to understand the problems and he
conclusion that without a political solution, a permanent solution was not
pussible. That was why this formula was founded. Longowal w
who had credibility and nobody could compare with him in the Akall
lea_demhip‘ For example, hefore the Army entered the Golden lemple,
madranwale sent three armed persons to him. (1.S. Tohra was also sittiig
i the room. They wanted that the formation of Khalistan be announced
frpm Pakistan. Longowal declared himself against this intention, saying: 1
will be the last person to do that.” That is how he saved the situation from
deteriorating at that time.
teml)rr‘if;nj’?‘b, we have sacrificed almost 200 lead :

sm. The people of Punjab were (and are) never for

came to the

as a man
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wore (and nred) very henlthy in their patriotigm Howeyar, the
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never showed any interest.

When the Punjab issue came to a boil, Rajiv Gandhi was the Genera,
Secretary of the Congress Party and also a Member of Parliament. He use
to discuss with me, possibly with others also, the different naunces of +he
Punjab problem as the General Secretary of the party. I am also aware tha:
he used to get briefed in detail by Amrinder Singh and his other friends. He
used to hold discussions with the members of the Cabinet Committee on
Political Affairs, of which I was a member. He wanted to know the nature of
the problem, the developments, the view of the people of Punjab and
possibly — and this is my hunch — he was also trying to interact with
Mrs. Gandhi.

In my view, his was an absolutely clean slate on which anyone could
write what one liked and possibly this gave a large number of our friends
the opportunity to exploit that gentleman. I use deliberately the word
“exploit”. I do not agree with all those who said he gave a long rope and did
not take decisions. I cannot subscribe to this view because, basically, being
a gentleman to the core he did not want to hurt anyone »‘dlld the resultant
effect was anyone could come and talk to him. He would listen. But that did
not mean that he did not know how to take decisions. ;

Mrs. Gandhi was made of different stuft altogether. When somebo ,\\
went to tell her something, she used to continue doilug h'e‘r own work, L-gx}tl‘;ltt:):.
reading or writing or whatever it was she was do_mg. lh'ftt m:ti]t uv‘:lldblnot
keep his suggestion short, to summarise hupsclt or hcnat_‘lt:: {:“:J then go

react. She would only say achcha, and sometimes nod. her qmt i
on reading or writing or whatever it was she was doing. So peop
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feel encouraged to go on at length. But Rajivji was made of different stuff.
He would interact with you. And, in fact, many a time, I made a very earnest
request to him in the Cabinet also that “You should not jump into the fray
when somebody is saying something.” But he would ask: “How do I
understand the nuances of what the other man is saying unless I jump into
the fray?” So he used to argue, and, in the process, I am sorry to say, often
he revealed his mind which made many people sitting opposite take a clue
and keep quiet.

The day that he took over as the Prime Minister, that was 31 October
1984, and when he came to know that a massacre was taking place in Delhi,
at about 2.30 in the morning he decided that he would go and look for himself.
Very few know that this issue was raised in the Cabinet consisting of four
persons at that time, Mr. Buta Singh, Mr. Narasimha Rao, Mr. Pranab
Mukherjee and myself. He went to all the nooks and corners of Delhi,
unmindful of the danger to himself, because the issue had been raised in
the Cabinet and he thought it would be better if he made sure that some of
us went.

Mr. Mani Shankar Aiyar: Was this the night of the first or second?

Mr. Shiv Shankar: The second. Now the question as to who should go?
Then he himself said he would go. He ventured everywhere. That shows
courage in the man. He was prepared to take risks. When he took over as
the Prime Minister after the elections, he never wanted to run away from
politics. He wanted to solve problems. That sincerity in him made him
immediately think of releasing the Akali leaders and requesting Arjun Singhji
to take over the reins as Governor of Punjab.

After the preliminary work had been done by Arjun Singhji, Rajiv Gandhi
discussed threadbare the entire issue and came to the conclusion that at
the eleventh hour some problem was created with reference to the sharing
of river waters. I was asked to dash to Jaipur by the morning flight and
return by the same flight which left after about an hour. I had to rush and
discuss the matter with the Chief Minister and his colleagues there and
come back to the court, based on which a decision was to be taken that day
itself. What I am trying to suggest is that he had a tremendous political will
to take decisions at that stage. And he did take decisions. I know the Accord
itself was to the disliking of some in the party. But, by and large, it received
a tremendous approbation because the problem had to be resolved and no
problem can be resolved, particularly in a plural society like ours, unless
you have the political will and make efforts to create public opinion in favour
of that decision.

He was determined right up to 26 January 1986 to transfer Chandigarh
to Punjab. If you kindly look at the Accord, along with Chandigarh what
had to be transferred were only those parts of the Union Territory which
were Hindi-speaking, not Fazilka-Abohar. For that a commission was there
at that time. Simultaneous transfer concepts had come in, no doubt about
it. But then the point is that a straightforward mind could always be confused
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Identification of villages, applying the conditions of linguistic affinity and
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Clause 7A. Clause 7B was the dream of Indira Gandhi that Haryana should
be compensated. Clause 7C was for the judicial commission L dentify the
area. S0, the moment Mathew could not identity, applying those principles,
any village that could be transferred, simultaneity ended. There could be
no transfer on that basis. 50 the way out for the Congress Party and 1 told
this to Rajivji, that clause 7B was the way out. You announce on 26 January
the transfer of Chandigarh and announce according to the last boundary
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Commission submitted its report expressing its inability to identify villages
on the basis of the conditions prescribed by the Accord. In fact, [ discussed
this issue with him.
Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: The point is that on the basis of the commission’s
terms, you are right that it was not possible for Mathew to come to any
conclusion. But then there were a large number of people who said, relying
on the Accord itself, that unless some areas are transferred along with
Chandigarh the problem will be more knotty because already, so far as
Haryana was concerned, some of the leaders of that State were threatening
an agitation. It was a complex issue. There were two commissions in sight.
One commission was to identify areas in lieu of Chandigarh apart from the
Hindi-speaking areas of the Union Territory. And there was another
commission which was envisaged for boundaries. What I am trying to say is
that there were complications all over and that it was thought fit that we
would postpone the decision a little so that we can find some acceptable
solution. I may tell you that Rajivji believed to a great extent in the consensus
concept. He was simultaneously trying to discuss it with the Haryana leaders
as also the Rajasthan leaders to see that they come round to his view. And
in fact, I only heard at that time, I was not a party, but Mr. Arjun Singh had
to spend sleepless nights in order to discuss with all the three parties,
especially with the Akali Dal leaders, particularly the Sant. Unless the
background was prepared, it was not possible to complete the Accord. But
what [ am saying is, on his part, he left no stone unturned. But the problems
started growing. This created a situation where certain difficulties cropped
up. If you recall, in February 1986, there was a split in the Akali Dal. This
split weakened Barnalaji. And in the middle of 1987, as he put it rightly, his
Government was simply not there. I am not going into details. I may tell
you, if he were to survive, he could have survived with Congress support. A
large number of his own ministers were not prepared to vote for him.

Mr. Chairman: We were in 1987 when the agreement was not
implemented. Why was it not implemented?

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: Suppose it had been implemented, the foregoing
situation would not have arisen. I would again like to stress that terrorism
has nothing to do with the problems that confront Punjab. It is true that
terrorists have taken advantage of the situation. But once they took
advantage of the situation, it is not as though they were fighting for the
water or the territory or anything of that type. Today, it peace reigns in
Punjab, it is because of the efforts that were made between 1985 and 1989
The manner in which the terrorism was tackled then has now started bearing
fruit. It is a different situation now that peace prevails; you can’t rest on
your oars.

Mr. Chairman: Shiv Shankarji, I just want to make a statement. I got
an impression that somehow Rajivji was convinced by his advisors that
Chandigarh could not be transferred unless there was a simultaneous
transfer of some territory to Haryana. I know it was offered. This is where
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I thought Shiv Shankarji should now concentrate. How did 35 000

become 70,000 acres? And how did the Mathew Commission’s f;lirl arreq
conclusion get completely distorted by the Venkataramaiah Com - Qa,r
verdict? 1 think there are two others who have ission's

something to say op, it
Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet: I think it ig state in ti’w M]afh
Commission’s report itself. The commission said we agreed to it Bu'; Harvl !
) - yana

did not agree to what the commission was for. i
indeed did 35,000 acres become 70,000 acres? That s P Aoy 28k, how
Mr. Chairman: I tried to convince Rajivji that Chandigarh shoylq
transferred. And I can now tell you: it was on the day after ( )poraﬁo JB] hue
Thunder. I went to him and said: “This is the time for you‘to %@? ?CK
opportunity, transfer Chandigarh.” I think, if he had done it, it woAu‘lg ‘ah hp
had an electrifying effect on Punjab. That was the crucial éime when ?}:D
sentiment against terrorism was the highest. The sentiment in fav;;u Df
the country was also the highest. But somehow he had been convinced r; lt
unless something was given to Haryana, there was no way politicall: .
legally or even administratively to transfer Chandigarh to Punjab Thj]s )r
my impression. ' N
Dr. Manmohan Singh: I think there i
I subscribe to it. One view was that the Cent

of doing anything and that the Akali lead
see that.

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: I would like to deal with two aspects to the extent
tl?at I am aware of. 'I.‘be award rendered by Justice Mathew has been
mghhghted by .Barnalajl. But he also observed that since, on these principles,
1t was not possible to transfer any territory to Haryana in lieu of Chandigarh,
therefore, you might think of some territory to be transferred to Haryana in
lieu thereof. He read the whole Accord and he found that something has to
be transferred to Haryana. He made a general remark. It is on that basis
that the Venkataramaiah Commission was appointed.

Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnala: I am intervening for a moment. The
Mathew Commission had said in the report that Haryana has claimed only
Abohar and Fazilka and no other territory. And Abohar and Fazilka cannot
be transferred because of the constraint that they are not contiguous
territories. So if any other territory had to be located, it could be located by
another commission. That is what he had mentioned. He said, acgording to
the terms of reference, this could not be done.

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: That is precisely what I said. I did not mention
by name Abohar and Fazilka. I said, keeping in view the principles on which
the reference was made, it was not possible to transfer any territory.
Therefore, he said, you look for some other territory to be transferred to

Haryana in lieu of Chandigarh. Of course, he also suggested a new
commission. There is no doubt about it.

Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnala: My point was that the commission was
appointed, namely, the Mathew Commission. Haryana was asked to claim

s another point. I am not saying
ral Government had no intention
ership was too simple minded to
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any other territory. They claimed only Abohar and Fazilka and no other
territory. On that a decision was made. So that should be treated as final
That is my contention that that should have been treated as final. Haryana’s
claim was rejected and hence the transfer of Chadigarh was simple.

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: That is your view. But what I am trying to bring
to the notice of our friends here is the fact as to what Mathew had decided
and further developments based on that decision. Based on that decision,
the Justice Venkataramaiah Commission was set up. Now it was before
Justice Venkataramaiah, that you came forth with 31 villages with 35,000
or 36,000 acres of land. But he came forth with the idea that that would not
be sufficient; I think you remember it. That is what you said in the subsequent
meeting. He asked you: “Why don’t you increase the area?”

Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet: I think you have read the report. It is
clearly stated in that report that since Haryana did not agree, give more
area. How do you tackle this?

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: Actually, what I said was that there was also a
personal discussion with Mr. Barnala because, as far as I recollect, Barnalaji
said at a later stage that he asked for some more territory. But anyway he
came forth ultimately with the figure of 70,000 acres of land to be transferred
to Haryana in lieu of transfer of Chandigarh. That also did not take place.
There were difficulties. Punjab asked: “From where do we get 70,000 acres?”
The matter was referred to another commission, the Justice Desai
Commission. Now what happened thereafter, I am not very much aware of
because, to my knowledge, that commission did not give the award within
the requisite time. What happened later on, I am not very sure.

Mr. Harkishan Singh Surjeet: Will you throw light on who advised
that a new commission would give the award within a few hours? You said,
it was clearly stated the same night — the 25th night — that by the morning,
the award would be given. Which commission could do it?

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar: What had happened was both the parties, that1s
leaders from Haryana and Punjab, were asked whether they could meet
because the deadline was 26 January. That deadline was there. Therefore,
they were asked whether they would sort out the matter so that the judge
could give the decision by the morning itself. And then Justice Desal was
specially requested whether, by discussions between the parties, he would
be able to come to the conclusion to carve out certain territories. He said
that if the parties came and sat before him, he was prepared to give his
report. Itis in this manner that the whole thing was transferred to him and
the term was that he should give the award by the morning, within 24 hours.
Now the other aspect which Mr. Manmohan Singh has raised, often, it so
happens that by virtue of propagation of a certain view, it undoubtedly gains
ascendancy in the minds of the people. It is possible that some elements
must have been canvassing after the Accord that the Central Government
was not sincere in going ahead with the Accord because 1 am aware that
some of the friends met me the very next day after the Accord was signed
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‘s not a Minister at that time) but some (of the friends diq
(L was at this was the talk that was going o io I
.\“;nd ”1“?\\‘ qaid. I said that that wag rubbish h(lcause if the
Singh l\-\l‘n;‘n“‘d or the Accord was not to he signed, why g
N m‘u; -:H" And Rajivji himself was keen t implemenf
”l“:‘ .‘\‘(\:mﬂ. It 1s a different matter that it was
:n]:pll‘mvnt them in fofo. As 1 was saying that' bec ) the ;') Rim +,
Akali Dal and (b) because large numbers of his own friendy tryir);,), i th,
different stand, the approach of leaders in Haryan, Was inflayip > /r,\r, take
things contributed to the del'ay. And ﬁnall;y when Presidentjal r ,'1(.
Mav 1987. then, of course, it wag very difficult t,, 80 aheaq bw_"] :
there was no popular government with which th, Matter o 1,00
out. On both the sides, there were certain |
blamed. But the impasse has got to be ended

ould he !
apses. Both « o
. and I sti]] fee) that tp. Pr e
Accord could be the basis for solvin 2

g the problemg.
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gettng
ing together on this. In fact, as Shiv
was a three-tier sort of functioning thar

Secretary and the Home Secreta

Iy as members. And then there was an
saner group which used to function

with Rajiv, myself and one Akali colleagutz
Ravinder Singh. And we used to meet very often to resolve this p.robl?u;1 '-111113
discuss the isgyeg which came up because it coincided with the tlme“v e\ .
charter of demands came from the Akali Dal. I think, 40 demands td'm“e .
that stage tg the Government. There were a lot of issues which really “.;llallv
that relevapt. And that is how it a] started, and we used to interact }vllell Sant
on aday-to-day hagje other than when I was sent out to talk to elt“ .
Bhindranwale o Sant Longowal. So the process of interaction lw-e,:ues: and
Wenarrowed thoge demands to three: religious issues; polltwé }fl-eligiﬂl‘s'
€Conomic isgyeg. Under these heads came the Gurdwara Act (P;l:iu.s‘try, an
» the water-sharing issue (with Rajab‘th“mj :cip'dl deman
making Chandigarh the capital of Punjab, which was the p'l‘ll‘md the others
ofthe Akalis 4t that stage. So, we negotiated with the Akalis ¢
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n\\“l“"I and the yenr 1982 wae o critien] vonr for s [ think
(8 November 1982 that we had venchod n aolution which o
(orm many vears lntevan the form of an Accord 10 waa virtoally the oo

colution In (aet that was quite noevitienl day and we had o rmect o i the
'l“\“w_ of The Alexander and Mre Shiv Shandonr wan

it wan on

rentn |||/ 'r,l,ir

VEhoere from the Cabinet
Subecommuattee sidoe, Twag thove, Alcnlin woroe Lhore Lo hy Mr Parleast

th Singh
Radal and everythimp was sovted out. In fact, o decigion was taken and from
his house we called Sant Harcharan Singh Longowal and told him aboot
these developments. He was very pleased about the whole thing Rajiv, whe,
had been working behind the scenes, was himaelf very pleased though he
was not present in this meeting. It was the Cabinet Subcommittee and the
Akall Committee and a few others who were there to assist. And it was
decided that the Cabinet would reconvene later about 7 30 p.m. We called
Sant Longowal to inform him that we were coming. Sardar Surject Singl
Barnala was in Chandigarh.We gave him a clue and he came to the airport
We were supposed to pick him up on the way. Sardar Gurcharan Singh
Tohra was in his village. So from Patiala we sent somebody to pick him up
and bring him to the airport also. And we were all very pleased. In fact,
when that meeting was going on, Comrade Harkishan Singh Surjeet also
came in and was very appreciative of all the events that had taken place
We waited till 10 p.m. when I got a message from the Prime Minister's
house that the meeting was going to be called off that night. We didn’t realise
what had happened.

Next day, the Prime Minister was to go to Rajghat, Shantivan in the
morning and after that the Cabinet would reconvene. But in the meantime
what had transpired was somehow this issue leaked and the next day being
the Prime Minister’s birthday, the Chief Ministers of Rajasthan and Haryana,
Shri Shiv Charan Mathur and Shri Bhajan Lal were heve in town. And they
were asked questions by the press as to what was going to be the outcome of
that meeting in the night and he wanted his comments to be published also
How it leaked, T don’t know. I hoped the Government had gone to find out
what eventually happened. In fact, that very night, the Akalis were very
agitated and Parkash Singh Badal said: “We knew that this 1s going to
happen. This had to happen hecause this is the way we have always been
treated and we knew that itis not going to get anywhere” Mr. Barnala kept
sitting at the airport G111 think past midnight. Mr. Tohra was also there.
But what had transpired at that meeting when the Cabinet wmet was that
both the Chief Ministers went to submit their resignations to the Prime
Minister. And Mrs. Gandhi then said: “All right, lot us further discuss this.”
and the next morning, when the Cabinet was reconvened, at 10 o'clock, by
that time, the game had been lost because there was alveady too much
agitation an the Akali mind. Within the Congress Party there was a strong
feeling that this matter should not have reached the present conclusion and
the Chief Minister himself felt so. So there was a move to remove him from

the scene and bring somebody else because he could not control himself,
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Bhindranwale, in turn, would march to Nanded ( Just as Guru Gobing 3inss
had done) and also to Assam (just as Guru Nanak had done, + that thing
could normalise in Punjab.

The first evening, I can’t remember the dates, we got airborne
here with Rajiv and myself to meet Bhindranwale who
Ludhiana. When we were half way across, we were ordered o return. e
reason: Bhindranwale was supposed to have prepared an ambush Also
with Sanjay gone, Mrs. Gandhi was taking no chances with the Life of Ray
Gandhi. The second time again, he called me and asked me o fix 1 e ang
with Bhindranwale. I told him I would do so, only on the condinon that
did not let us down. It took a lot of pacifying after we failed to B
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Mr. Chairman: Did Rajiv meet Bhindranwale ever?

Mr. Amrinder Singh: No. Arjun Singhji said the Accord formed the
basis on which we could proceed further. The reasons why the Accord failed
have already been explained. But T would like to say that these very issues
which caused the problems — right from the time when the Anandpur
Sahib resolutions were drafted under the committee of which Sardar Surjeet
Singhji was the Chairman in 1973 to the time when it was adopted in 1978
at the general house meeting became a part of the Akali demand and later
on part of the Accord — are still relevant to Punjab.

There were other issues also, which caused resentment among the
Punjabis in general and the Sikhs in particular. For instance, the Satluj-
Yamuna link canal; the people could not accept the fact that more water
had to be given to other States. Also, the people wanted a separate capital
for Punjab and did not want to give any territory in exchange. Then, there
were problems arising due to Operation Bluestar and its aftermath. However,
Operation Black Thunder was conducted in a civilised manner, which was
welcomed by the public. Then, there were anti-Sikh riots in Delhi in 1984
after the assassination of Mrs. Indira Gandhi. Moreover, terrorism had
spread all over the State (and to other parts of the country as well). All
these problems had to be solved before peace returned to Punjab.

Mr. R.D. Pradhan: Very few people would remember that on the night
of 31 December 1984 Rajiv Gandhi delivered a speech on Doordarshan or
AIR, a speech of hardly ten or fifteen lines. But there was one significant
line to his own thinking and he had said: “Henceforth, each step we take
must be in the correct direction.” And when he addressed the nation on
5 January 1985, when he became the Prime Minister, he gave priority to
Punjab and he also mentioned Assam. He set his own direction. I happened
to be his first major appointee as the Union Home Secretary after he became
Prime Minister and about four weeks after I took over in January, he called
me and said: “Pradhanji, now it is the time to start on Punjab. Why don’t
you start by your visit to Chandigarh and border areas?” I visited
Chandigarh. I spent two days there and one more day elsewhere. And I
made whatever assessment I had to make. But after my return, this must
be around 28 February 1985, I made only one recommendation. As the law
and order situation was under control, one couldn’t take a further step unless
there was a political Governor. And it was time to have a political Governor
in place of the incumbent at that time. I was surprised that within eight
days, Mr. M.L. Fotedar rang me and said: “Mr. Pradhan, will you come
immediately?” At that time, Rajivji used to sit in 1 Akbar Road. When I
reached there, he said: “Mr. Home Secretary, I want you to meet the new
Governor of Punjab.” Arjun Singhji had come that morning to meet him in
connection with the formation of his own Government because he had been
sworn in as Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh. And if I recollect he had just
come to discuss some issues with him. I must say [ had never met Mr. Arjun
Singh till then. I just said hello. This was the beginning. I am mentioning
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TWwo small points. I do not want to correct anyho, A,
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transferring the problem. I think it Wwas past midnight. We went to the Judge’s
house. It was bitterly cold, the old man was sleeping. We met him in his own
bedroom and we passed on the request. But he said: “No, enough is enough,
I don’t want anything to do with this. I have done what I can. You find
another judge.” Then, of course, the Venkataramaiah Commission was set
up. Two points about that. First, Barnalaji himself made an offer of 15.000
acres of Punjabi-speaking villages to make a capital for Haryana.

Mr. Surjeet Singh Barnala: It was not a Punjabi-speaking area. Just
around Chandigarh there is .. :

Mr. R. D. Fradhan: Around. But there were also Punjabi-speakivs
villages in that area. There were not completely Hindi-speaking. You [,U.Lm):
risk and offered to make it a capital and Justice Venkataramaiah p ul:t:n
that. As Union Home Secretary, he asked me to appear before the cm:u[u; he
and Rd_]le] was good enough to give me a mandate to go and \d\ t k;lx .
capital of Haryana was to be constructed, whatever the cost whic h-i.l;emcm
thought fair, we were ready to bear that. And | have made thats ffer was
hefore the Venkataramaiah Commission. lIllf()l'tl“"“t.&y' ut];lilukl; one has
rejected and we could not proceed further. One more point : l-h has been
to he fair to Rajivji on the Desai Commission about which mlft Lemembe!
said. We were even ready for that at that time. But one mu> transter O
what the intentions were — 21 June 1986 was the date f:.is to be done
Chandigarh. Talks were going on at different levels on what \ ;.111 could not
And on 18 or 19 June, we found that Justice Vtmkaull‘,ilfll,‘; itﬁ,()t)() acres
proceed further. He had done two things. He had i(i(!l}tlt“"‘lﬁ mentioned
which could be transferred, and to the 70,000 acres, which was
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there was a logic. We came to the conclusion that 70,000 acres was ne
fourth of the area of Fazilka and Abohar which Mrs. Gandhi had decided
transfer. And 70,000 was readily accepted by the Haryana (j,(,w.r,-,m‘_,'
immediately. So his hunch was right that 70,000 would perhaps stretch
right. Then the question was how to identify the remaining 25,0007 Of the
total, 45,000 he had identified. I must tell you that a lot of home work had
been done both by the Venkataramaiah Commission and the Home Ministr
to identify 25,000 acres. I cannot say more now. But you can rest assure;,i
that Rajivji did not take the decision merely as a whim, for which he was
much ridiculed. In fact, people were surprised. But the intention was that
even if we could make an effort around the negotiation table, if the two
Chief Ministers could sit down with a judge, they could still identify certain
areas which could be transferred and those 24 hours of commission were
really a manifestation of his strong desire to find a solution under pressure
of time. And on the basis of the home work which had already been done in
great detail, by give and take, something could be quickly worked out.
Therefore, I want to put the record right, if you will remember on the
19th night it was Arjun Singhji and Buta Singhji who visited you in
Chandigarh. But it was the Punjab Government which, the next day, for
their own reasons said that the report was not acceptable to them for it
departed from the terms of reference enunciated in the Accord.

There are many points on which I would have liked to put the record
sight. But that might be, perhaps, on some other occasion. Thank you very
much.
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